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MEDICAL EDUCATION AND DRUGS DEPARTMENT
Gokuldas Tejpa Hospital Campus, New Mantralaya,
Mumbai 400 001, dated the 20th September 2019

NOTIFICATION

MAHARASHTRA COUNCIL OF ACUPUNCTURE SYSTEM OF THERAPY ACT, 2015.

No. ACCUMP-1118/C.R.287/Part—1/ACT.—In exercise of the powers conferred by
sub-sections (1) and (2) of section 35 of the Maharashtra Acupuncture System of Therapy Act,
2015 (Mah. XXV of 2017), and of al other powers enabling it in that behalf, the Government

of Maharashtra hereby makes the following rules to carry out the provisions of the said Act, the

same having been previously published as required by sub-section (1) of section 35 of the said

Act, namely :(—
CHAPTERI
PRELIMINARY
1.  Short title.— These rules may be called the Maharashtra Council of Acupuncture
Rules, 2019.
2. Definitions.— (1) In these rules, unless the context requires otherwise,-
(@) "Act" meansthe Maharashtra Acupuncture System of Therapy Act, 2015 (Mah.
XXV of 2017) ;
(b) "Form" means aform appended to these rules,
(c) “section” means a section of the Act.
(2) Words and expressions used in these rules but are not defined herein shall have the

same meanings as are respectively assigned to them in the Act.

CHAPTERII

CoNDuUCT OF ELCTION OF COUNCIL

3. Appointment of Returning Officer.- (1) For the purpose of the election of the members

of the Council under clause (a) of sub-section (3) of section 3, the State Government
shall appoint a Returning Officer who shall not be below the rank of the Under
Secretary to the State Government :



)

()

()

(4)
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Provided that, where, by any reason, the officer appointed as the Returning
Officer is unable to act as the Returning Officer, any other person authorized by the
Government or the Registrar shall be the Returning Officer. Where the Returning
Officer is appointed by the Government, the Registrar shall work as the Assistant
Returning Officer.

The Returning Officer and the staff appointed to assist him for the election work
shall be paid an additional remuneration as decided by the Council, from time to
time.

Preparation and publication of electoral rolls for election of Council.— (1) Out of
the five members of the Council to be elected under clause (a) of sub-section (3) of
section 3 of the Act, three members shall be elected by the Acupuncture Practitioners
registered in Part-A of the Register and two members shall be elected by the
Acupuncture Practitioners registered under Part-B of the Register. The Registrar
shall prepare separate electora rolls of Acupuncture Practitioners registered under
Part - A and Part - B of the Register maintained by the Council.

The electoral roll shall include the names of all Acupuncture Practitioners registered
up to such date, as may be fixed by the Council for each election. The period
between this date and the date fixed for counting of votes under sub-rule (1) shall not
be more than three months. Eligible voters from Part-A or Part-B of the Register
shall be able to vote for the candidates contesting the election from the respective
Part of the Register.

The Registrar shall, at least thirty days before the last date fixed for the receipt of
nomination papers, publish the electoral rolls of registered Acupuncture Practitioners
by affixing copies thereof on the notice board at the office of Council. The copies of
electoral roll shall be made available for sale in the office of the Council at price
fixed by the Council, from time to time. The Registrar shall at the same time issue a
notice in FORM | in the Maharashtra Government Gazette, and at least in four
newspapers being published in the State of Maharashtra selected by him, calling
upon the registered Acupuncture Practitioners to send their objections or suggestions,
if any, with regard to the entries in the electora rolls before a date specified in the
notice, which shall not be earlier than fifteen days of the publication of the notice.
All objections or suggestions received before the date specified in the notice shall be
considered by the Registrar and corrections shall be made, if necessary, in the
electoral rolls.

If any electoral roll is amended, such roll, with amendments, shall form the electoral
roll for the purposes of the election under the Act. It shall also be affixed on the
notice board of the Council. The copies of amendments made to the electoral roll, if
any, shall be made available for sae in the office of the Council at a price fixed by
the Council, from time to time.
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Fixation of stages of election.- (1) The Returning officer shal fix the following
stages of the election namely:-

(@) the day on which, the place at which and time during which the nomination
papers are to be presented;

(b) the day on which, the place at which and the time during which the nomination
papers shall be scrutinized;

(c) theday on which, the place at which and the time during which nomination may
be withdrawn;

(d) the day on which, the place at which and the time during which the voting
papers shall be forwarded and received; and

(e) theday on which, the place at which, and the time during which the votes shall
be counted.

The date of the receipt of the nomination papers shall not be less than forty days
before the date fixed for the receipt of the voting papers. The date fixed for the
scrutiny of the nomination papers shall be next day of the last date fixed for the
receipt of the nomination papers.

Notice of Election.— At least thirty days before the date fixed for receipt of the
nomination papers, the Returning Officer shall at the same time issue a notice of
election in FORM |1 in the Maharashtra Government Gazette, and at least in four
newspapers having wide circulation in Maharashtra, selected by him, notifying the
dates fixed under sub-rule (1) of rule 5 and calling upon the electors to elect new
members and to send nominations for the purposes. A copy of this notice shall aso
be displayed on the notice board at the office of the Council.

Presentation of Nomination Papers.- (1) Every registered Acupuncture Practitioner
whose name appears in any electoral roll prepared under rule 4 (hereinafter in this
Chapter referred to as "the elector™) shall, unless disqualified under sub-section (1) of
section 8 be qualified for election for the constituency to which the electora roll
pertains.

Candidates qualified for election shall be proposed and seconded by the registered
Acupuncture Practitioner who is qualified as elector under the respective Part. The
nomination form is non-transferable.

The nomination paper in FORM 111 shall be supplied by the Registrar to every valid
registered Acupuncture Practitioner on his requisition after showing the identity card
supplied by the Council.

AT TAR-F—3R-&
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Every nomination paper in FORM |11 duly completed and signed by the proposer and
the seconder, and subscribed by the candidate himself as assenting to the nomination
shall be sent by post or otherwise so as to reach the Returning Officer on or before
the date and the time appointed under clause (a) of sub-rule (1) of rule 5, for receipt
of the nomination papers. The nomination papers received after the time so fixed
shall be reected. The Returning Officer shall immediately on receipt of each
nomination paper endorse thereon the date and the time at which the nomination
paper is received by him and aso immediately acknowledge the receipt of the
nomination paper:

Provided that, not more than one nomination paper shall be presented by or on
behalf of any candidate or accepted by the Returning Officer.

Every candidate shall, alongwith the nomination paper, deposit with the Returning
officer with demand draft of a sum of rupees five thousand as an amount of deposit
in the name of the Registrar of the Council. A nomination paper not accompanied by
such deposit, shall not be entertained by the Returning Officer. The deposit amount
shall, unless it is forfeited to the Council under sub-rule (6), be returned to the
candidate, as soon as possible, after the result of the election is declared.

If acandidate is not elected and if the number of valid votes recorded in his favour is
less than one-eighth of total number of votes recorded, divided by the total number of
members to be elected from the respective category, the deposit shall be forfeited to
the Council.

Scrutiny of nomination papers.- On the date appointed by the Returning Officer for
scrutiny of the nomination papers, the candidates and the proposer and the seconder
of each candidate may remain present, at the appointed time and place, and the
Returning Officer shall allow all reasonable facilities to al contesting candidates and
their proposers to examine the nomination papers of all the candidates which have
been received by him as aforesaid. It shall be mandatory to show the valid identity
card of the Council by the proposer and seconder to the Returning Officer.

Disposal of objections and rejection of nomination.- The Returning Officer shall
examine the nomination papers received by him and shall decide all objections and
may, either on such objections or his own motion, after such summary enquiry, if
any, as he may think to be necessary, refuse any nomination, for any of the following
reasons, namely :—

(a) that the candidate or his proposer or his seconder is not an elector;

(b) that there has been any failure to comply with the provisions for the Act or the
rules made thereunder;



10.

HERT ITE YA SAWURVT VAT TR-8, TR IR, 0%%/HIE 30, Th ¥R ¥3

(c) that the signature of the candidate or his proposer or his seconder is found not
genuine on tallying, with their specimen signature on the record of the Council
or has been obtained by fraud.

Completion of scrutiny.- (1) The Returning Officer shall endorse on each nomination
paper his decision whether the nomination paper has been accepted or rejected and if
the nomination paper has been rejected, he shall record in writing a brief statement of
his reasons for such rejection.

(2) The scrutiny shall be completed on the day appointed in this behalf and no

11.
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adjournment of proceeding shall be allowed.

Withdrawal of candidature.- (1) Any candidate may withdraw his candidature within
three days of completion of scrutiny of nomination papers under rule 10, by a notice
in writing signed by him and delivered it to the Returning Officer in person either by
the candidate in person or by the proposer or seconder who has been authorized in
this behalf in writing by candidate before the date fixed under clause (c) of sub-rule
(1) of rule5.

The Returning Officer shall on being satisfied as to the genuineness of a notice of
withdrawal of candidature and the identity of the person delivering it to him under
sub-rule (1), cause the notice to be affixed in some conspicuous place in his office.

The notice of withdrawal once accepted by the Returning officer shall be final.

List of contesting candidates.- Immediately on completion of the scrutiny of the
nominations and after the expiry of the period within which a candidature may be
withdraw under rule 11, the Returning Officer shall forthwith under his signature
publish on the notice board at the office of the Council, a list of contesting
candidates.

13. Procedure for uncontested elections.- After the publication of the list of the contesting

14.
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candidates, if the number of contesting candidates does not exceed the number of
vacancies to be filled in, the Returning Officer shall forthwith declare such
candidates to be duly elected to fill such vacancies, and report the names of such
candidates to the State Government.

Contested election.- (1) When there are more candidates than the vacancies, the
voting shall be by postal ballot.

The Returning Officer shall forthwith publish the names and addresses of the
contesting candidates in the Maharashtra Government Gazette, and on the notice
board at the office of the Council.

Printing of voting papers.- The Returning Officer shall arrange for the printing of
voting papers in FORM [V, with the names of the contesting candidates entered
therein in aphabetical order, according to the English script.

HIT IR-F—3R-&3
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Dispatch of voting papers to electors.- (1) Twenty one days before the date fixed for
the receipt of voting papers under clause (d) of sub-rule (1) of rule 5, the Returning
Officer shall send to every elector by post under Government speed post—

(@) onevoting paper in FORM 1V signed by him;
(b) ablank cover of small size with the words "V oting paper” printed thereon; and
(c) alarge cover of asuitable large size addressed to himself in FORM V.

The Returning Officer shall make a mark in one copy of the electoral roll against the
name of every elector to whom a voting paper and covers have been send. The
marked copy of the electoral roll and the counterfoils of the voting papers sent shall
be sealed in a packet immediately after the date fixed for the receipt of voting papers
under clause (d) of sub-rule (1) of Rule5.

Issue of duplicate voting paper,- If any elector has not received his voting paper and
covers or has inadvertently spoilt the papers or lost them, he may send to the
Returning Officer at least seven days before the date fixed for the receipt of voting
papers under clause (d) of sub-rule (1) of rule 5, a declaration to that effect signed by
himself and the spoilt papers, if any, and request the Returning Officer to send him
duplicate papers in place of those not received, spoilt or lost. When the duplicate
papers are issued, arecord thereof shall be kept by the Returning Officer and a mark
"Duplicate" shall be made on the large cover as well as on the voting paper before
issue. The Returning Officer shall cancel any spoilt papers received back from the
elector.

Delivery of voting paper to elector in person.- Any elector whose voting paper is
returned undelivered may apply to the Returning Officer in person for such voting
paper before the date fixed for the receipt of voting papers under clause (d) of sub-
rule (1) of rule 5 and take delivery of the voting paper after satisfying the Returning
Officer of hisidentity and on giving areceipt therefor.

Recording of votes by elector.- (1) On receipt of the voting paper an elector shall
record his votes by putting crosses in column 3 of the voting paper against the names
of the candidates to whom he wishes to give his votes. The elector shall have as
many votes as there are vacancies and can give only one vote to each candidate. The
elector shall not reveal his identity on the voting paper by putting his signature or by
any other means.

After recording his vote, the elector shall put the voting paper in the small cover,
close it and put it in the large cover. The elector shall then close the large cover and
write his full name and sign at the place marked on the large cover. The large cover
shall be sent by post so as to reach to the Returning Officer on or before the date and
the hour appointed under clause (d) of sub-rule (1) of rule 5 for the receipt of voting

papers.
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(3) Any €elector, who is under any disability which incapacitates him from recording his

20.
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votes in the above manner, may take the assistance of a Gazetted Officer or a
Magistrate, in recording his votes. Such Officer shall, in such case, record on the
back of the large cover acertificate in the following manner, namely.—

N P (Name of the officer) hereby certify that
................................. (Name of the elector) being incapable of recording his
votesdueto ........cooeeeiiiiiiiinnnns (Cause of incapacity) requested me to record his
votes and | have recorded his votes according to his desire and in his presence.".

Signature ..........oooeviiieiiee
Designation..........coeeevveine e
Date: ............ Time ......ooeeee. Sed o

Custody of voting papers.- All covers containing voting papers shall on receipt be
kept in a sealed box by the Returning Officer after noting the date and time of receipt
of each cover. Any cover received after the date and time fixed for the receipt of
voting papers under clause (d) of sub- rule (1) of rule 5 shall be kept in a separate
packet and shall not be opened.

Scrutiny and counting of votes.- (1) The scrutiny and counting of votes shall be
undertaken by returning Officer at the time, on the day and at the place appointed
under clause (e) of sub-rule (1) of rule5.

A candidate or only one representative duly authorized by him may remain present at
the time of counting of votes.

The entire voting papers shall be treated asinvalid,-

(a) if the elector has failed to write his full name and make his signature on the
large cover in which the small cover containing the voting paper is kept;

(b) if the signature made by the elector does not tally with the specimen signature
on the record of the Council;

(c) if the mark '(X)" is placed opposite the names of more candidate than the
number of seats to be filled or if more votes are given than he is entitled to
under sub-rule (1) of rule 19;

(d) if the elector has put his signature on the voting paper or has made any other
mark thereon which may reveal hisidentity.

If the Returning Officer receives more than one voting paper from one small cover,
or more than one small cover in any large cover, al such voting papers shall be
treated asinvalid.
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If the mark '(X)" is so placed asto make it doubtful to which candidate the elector has
given his vote, the vote shall be deemed to be invalid; and the voting paper be treated
asinvalid.

If any elector has given more than one vote to any candidate, only one of such votes
given shall be taken to be valid, provided that the voting paper is otherwise not
invalid.

Declaration of results of election.- (1) When the counting of votes is completed, the
Returning Officer shall forthwith declare the candidate to whom the largest number
of valid votes have been given, to be elected. If there are an equal number of votesin
favour of each of the two or more candidates for one vacancy, the selection shall be
determined by the Returning Officer by lots.

The Returning Officer shall aso inform each successful candidate by letter of his
having been elected to the Council .

After the result of the election has been declared, the Returning Officer shall seal the
voting papers and all other documents relating to the election, and shall retain the
same with himself in safe custody for a period of six months and thereafter shall
cause them to be destroyed after obtaining the previous approval of the Government.

Intimation of results of election to Government.-The Returning Officer shall intimate
the name of the elected candidates to the Government for publishing their names in
the Maharashtra Government Gazette, as required by sub-section (1) of section 4.

Filling of casual vacancy.- If there is a casual vacancy of a member elected under
clause (a) of sub-section (3) of section 3, the Returning Officer shall, subject to the
proviso to sub-section (1) of section 5, take steps to fill it up, as soon as possible, by
election in accordance with the provisions of rules 5 to 23.

Time limit for referring election disputes.- The time limit for referring any dispute to
State Government shall be,—

in the case of elected members, thirty days from the date of declaration of the results
of election ; and

in the case of election of the President or Vice-Presidents, thirty days from the date
of their election.
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CHAPTER 11
CONDUCT OF BUSINESS OF COUNCIL

Calling of meetings.— (1) The Council shall ordinarily meet for the transaction of
business twice in a year, but the President may, whenever he thinks fit, and shall,
upon awritten requisition of not less than seven members and on a date not later than
fifteen days after the receipt of such requisition, call a special meeting.

The exact date, time and place of such meetings shall be decided by the President.

Notice for calling meeting.- (1) All members of the Council shall be given fifteen
clear days notice of an ordinary meeting and seven clear days notice of a special
meeting. Every notice shall also be posted on the notice board at the office of the
Council as well as its website. Such notice shall specify the date, time and place of
meeting and state whether the meeting is for general business or for any special
business. If the meeting is for a special business, the nature of such business shall
also be mentioned in the notice.

The Registrar shall send to al members a copy of the agenda and explanatory notes
thereon, fifteen clear days before the date fixed for an ordinary meeting and for
specia meeting, such period will be seven clear days. The mode of service of Notice
shall be speed post, email and/or e-communication via any acceptable modern
communication means as is available from time to time.

Motions for insertion in agenda.- Any member may send a motion to be inserted in
the agenda for an ordinary meeting so as to reach the Registrar ten clear days before
the date fixed for the meeting. The Registrar shall take the orders of the President for
inclusion of such motion in the agenda, and where any motion is disallowed the
reasons for doing so shal also be communicated aong with the agenda to the
members who sent the motion.

Attendance at meetings.- At the commencement of each meeting an attendance
register shall be placed in the meeting room and every member present shall sign
against his name in the Register.

Business to be transacted at meetings.-At an ordinary meeting no business or
proposition other than specified in the agenda, and in the case of an special meeting,
on the written request made for convening such meeting, shall be transacted:

Provided that, the presiding authority may permit any business or proposition to
be discussed which is of an urgent nature and which could not reasonably be entered
in the notice.
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Adjournment of meeting.- (1) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (2) of section 9
the presiding authority may, for want of quorum of five members of the Council at
the time, for reasons to be recorded in writing, adjourn the meeting to any future day
or to any hour of the same day:

Provided that, the meeting adjourned for want of quorum, can be undertaken
after an hour and for that no quorum shall be required.

When a meeting has been adjourned to a future day, the President may change such
day to any other day, and the Registrar shall send a written notice of such change to
each member of the Council:

Provided that no such adjourned meeting shall be taken place unless fifteen
clear days noticeis given to the Members.

At an adjourned meeting the business that is left undisposed of at the origina
meeting from which adjournment took place shall, unless the President otherwise
directs, take precedence over new business.

Minutes of meetings.- (1) Minutes of the proceedings of each meeting of the Council
shall be kept in a book to be provided for the purpose and shall include the names of
the members and if any member present at the meeting so desires, the name of the
members voting, respectively, for or against any motion.

Minutes of the meeting of the Council shall be signed be the President, in his absence
by the Vice-President and in the absence of the President and Vice-President both by
the presiding authority.

This book shall be signed by the President at the next meeting after the minutes are
confirmed, and shall, at all reasonable times, be open to inspection by any member of
the Council.

Copies of the minutes shall be supplied to every member of the Council within a
period of thirty days from the date of the meeting.

The meeting may be held by using the latest technology i.e. video conference etc.

33. Circulation of written proposition.- Whenever it appears unnecessary to the President

34.

to convene a meeting, he may, instead of convening a meeting, circulate a written
proposition with reasons for such proposition for the observation and votes of the
members of the Council and thereupon the provisions of rule 32 shall mutatis
mutandis apply.

Allowances for attendance at meeting.- Every member of the Council including the
President and Vice-President shall be paid an allowance of rupees two thousand per
day for attending the meeting of the Council or any Committee thereof.



35.

36.

)

37.

38.

HERTE I TSI FGTRT UIT FR-8, e IR, R0%%/UTE 30, Ik 2% ¥

Travelling allowance for attending meetings.- Every member of the Council,
including the President and the Vice-President shall be paid travelling expenses for
attending the meetings of the Council or any Committee thereof at the rate of fifteen
rupees per kilometre or the fare equivalent to the Air Condition Two Tier class of the
Indian Railway for the shortest distance from the place of his residence to the office
of the Council.

CHAPTER IV
POWERS, DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS OF THE
COMMITTEE AND THEIR MEETINGS.

Powers, duties and functions of the Executive Committee.- (1) Any proposa
received from the Government for grant of recognition of degrees and diplomas shall
be scrutinized by the Executive Committee constituted by the Council under sub-
section (1) of section 11 and detailed report thereof shall be placed before the
Council for its approval.

The Committee may recommend such formats of the result sheets and the mandatory
note to be printed and displayed on such result sheets of the analysis made by the
Acupuncture Practitioner personnel and issue such directions as may be necessary in
this regard to maintain the uniformity and the ethics for regulating the professional
conduct of the registered Acupuncture Practitioner.

President’s powers and duties.- Subject to the provisions of the Act, and save as
expressly provided in these rules, al the powers, duties and functions of the
President may, during the absence of the President, be exercised or performed by the
Vice-President.

CHAPTER V

CONDITIONS OF SERVICE OF REGISTRAR AND OTHER STAFF, AND
SUPERVISORY POWERS AND DUTIES OF REGISTRAR.

Appointment, salary, allowances and other conditions of service of Registrar.— The
Council may appoint the Registrar on the following conditions, namely:—

(1) The post of the Registrar shall be permanent. The Registrar shall be full time
officer of the Council and shall not do any other work except with the
permission of the Council. Any person, on his first appointment to clear
vacancy in the office of the Registrar, shall be on probation for a period of two
years.

AT IR-F—39R-9
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To be eligible for appointment to the post of Registrar, a candidate shall,—
(i) possessadegree of any University established by law;

(i) have five years experience in field of management of University or
Council affairs:

Provided that the Council may appoint any retired Government officer to
the post of the Registrar for such tenure as may be determined by the
Council; and

(iii) have passed the Secondary School Certificate Examination with Marathi
as one of the subjects:

The Registrar shall draw pay in the scale of Rs 9300-34800+Grade pay 4400,
dearness allowance, travelling allowance, city compensatory allowance, house
rent allowance at the rate admissible to the State Government employee
drawing an equivalent pay.

The age limit for recruitment by nomination to the post of the Registrar shall be
the same as that of that of the State Government employee of the equivalent
post.

The normal age of retirement for Registrar shall be the same as that of the State
Government employee.

Mode of selection.— (1) The Council shall call for applications for the post of
Registrar, by publication of an advertisement in the newspapers having wide
circulation and also display on the notice board of the office of the Council and in
Employment News Bulletins.

The Council shall consider all the eligible candidates who have applied for the post.

Other staff of Council.— The Council may appoint the officers and employees of the
Council asfollows—

(A) Deputy Registrar.—The Council may appoint a Deputy Registrar on the

following conditions, namely:—

(@) The post of the Deputy Registrar shall be permanent. The Deputy
Registrar shall be full time officer of the Council and shall not do any other
work which is not connected with the work of the Council. Any person, on his
first appointment to a clear vacancy in the office of the Deputy Registrar, shall
be on probation for a period of two years.

(b) To beé€ligible for appointment to the post of Deputy Registrar, a candidate
shall,—
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(i) possessadegree of any university established by law; and

(i1) have passed Secondary School Certificate Examination with Marathi
as one of the subjects:

Provided that, the Council may appoint any retired Government
officer to the post of the Deputy Registrar for such tenure as may be
determined by the Council.

(c) The Deputy Registrar shall draw pay in the scale of Rs 9300-34800+Grade pay
4200, and dearness alowance, travelling allowance, city compensatory allowance, house
rent allowance at the rate admissible to the State Government employee drawing an

equivalent pay.

(d)  Theagelimit for recruitment to the post of the Deputy Registrar shall be the same
asthat of the State Government employee of the equivalent post.

() Thenormal age of retirement for Deputy Registrar shall be the same as that of the
State Government employee.

(B) Clerical staff and peon.- The Council shall appoint its staff on the following
conditions, namely:-

(@) The number of clerical posts and peons shall be such as the Government may sanction.
These posts shall be permanent and persons recruited on these posts shall be full-time
employees of the Council and shall not do any other work which is not connected with the
work of the Council. Eligibility for appointment to these posts shall be on par with the
eligibility criteria for appointment to the posts in the corresponding cadre of the State
Government employee.

(b)  All the employees of the Council shall be eligible to such pay scales and allowances as
are admissible to the employees of the State Government in the corresponding grades and shall
also be entitled to get revised pay scale of the corresponding grades in the State cadre, as may
be revised, from time to time.

(c) Thenormal age of retirement for persons holding these posts shall be the same as that of
the State Government employee of the equivalent cadre.

(©) Mode of selection.- (1) The Council shall call for applications for the post of
officers, clerks and peon by publication of an advertisement in newspapers
having wide circulation and also display on the notice board of the office of the