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No.: MCA/Acupuncture Practitioner/Doctor Title/ G 2026 

Subject: Guidelines regarding non-use of the title "Doctor" by Acupuncture Practitioners 
registered with the Maharashtra Council of Acupuncture. 

Cireular 

References: 1. Letter of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of Maharashtra, 
dated 25 November 2003. 
2.Maharashtra Council of Acupuncture 
Practitioner/Doctor Title/681/2025 dated 01/10/2025. 

3.Maharashtra Council of Acupuncture Letter No. MCA/Acupuncture 
Practitioner/Doctor Title/350/2026 dated 21/04/2026. 

Under the provisions of the Maharashtra Acupuncture System of Therapy Act, 2015, the 
Maharashtra Council of Acupuncture has completed the registration process of Acupuncture Practitioners 
from within and outside the State of Maharashtra. 

It has come to the notice of the Council tht, apart from registered medical practitioners or 
practitioners recognized by the Government or by the Hon'ble Courts, certain Acupuncture Practitioners 
are using the title "Doctor (Dr.)" before their names. Complaints have also been received that the title 
"Doctor" is being displayed before practitioners' names on signboards of acupuncture clinics. Such 
practices are creating misunderstanding and confusion among patients and the general public. 

The Government of India, through the above-referred order, has clearly directed that the title 
"Doctor" may be used only by recognized registered medical practitioners. Violation of these 
directions is a serious matter, is misleading to the public, and amounts to non-compliance with the orders 
of the Government and the Council. 

Instead, registered practitioners shall use the designation: 
RAP (Registered Acupuncture Practitioner) 

Letter No. 

In accordance with the directions of the Central Government and the provisions of the 
Maharashtra Acupuncture Act, the Council has repeatedly instructed Acupuncture Practitioners not to use 
the title "Doctor" and instead to use the designation RAP (Registered Acupuncture Practitioner). 
However, it has been observed that these instructions are still not being complied with. 

Panchayats. 

Date:31/0/ 2026 

Therefore, all Acupuncture Practitioners are hereby strictly instructed that, henceforth, no 
Acupuncture Practitioner, other than a registered medical practitioner or a person specifically recognized by the Hon'ble Courts, shall use the title "Doctor" before their name or on signboards, 
visiting cards, letterheads, advertisements, or for any other purpose. 

Copy Submitted for Information and Necessary Action To: 

MCA/Acupuncture 

It should be noted that strict action will be taken against any person who fails to comply with these 
instructions, in accordance with the rules of the Maharashtra Council of Acupuncture and the provisions 
of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023. 

i. The Commissioner (Urban), Health Services, Government of Maharashtra. 

3. Al District Civil Surgeons, Government of Maharashtra. 
2. The Commissioner (Rural), Health Services, Government of Maharashtra. 

Maharashtra Council of Acupuncture, 
Mumbai 

For information and necessary action. 
5. Heads of all CAE Centres and Acupuncture Institutions. 

Administrator 

4. All Health Officers of Zilla Parishads, Municipal Councils, Municipal Corporations, and Nagar 

Copy to: The Principal Secretary, Medical Education and Drugs Department, Government of 
Maharashtra, Mantralaya, for information. 
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